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                            X Aniversary

Fundación Sierra Elvira

   First “Sofía” Essay Prize  2021
Coinciding with the X Aniversary of the "Fundación Sierra Elvira", the 1st "Sofia" Essay Prize 2021 is open for adults under 35 years old, in line with its goals to support youth and science, promote the knowledge on our planet and its history, its surroundings and the preservation of the natural heritage.  

The name "Sofia", Σoφíα in Greek, given to this competition, refers to the godess of wisdom, and it relates to its nature, focused on the spreading of knowledge about a certain topic addressed to the lay audience. The call will open every year, alternating the themes of Palaeontology and Earth Sciences, except from this first edition, in which both themes will be accepted (for further information, please see the appendix).
Competition rules
1- Participants: They need to be born European or to be currently residing in Europe. They will be between 26 and 35 years old at the time of the competition deadline for submissions. The author needs to be holder of a PhD title by that date. 
2- Presentation of manuscripts: The manuscripts will be written in Spanish or in English, and they cannot be simultaneously considered for competition or publication by any other means. Each participant can only present one original manuscript with a title that represents the content, and it must be identified by a pseudonym for the author.  

The manuscript will be organised as follows: Abstract (3 to 4 pages) both in Spanish and English; Background and objectives of the essay; State of the art of the chosen research topic; Conclusions and perspectives on the topic; Bibliographical references (maximum 2 pages, in the format "Author (year).Title, Journal title Volume number p-p).
The texts will have a maximum length of 40 pages, apart from abstracts and references; they will be identified with the author's pseudonym and the pages will be numbered; font: Arial or Times New Roman, 12 pt: interspace: 1.5; upper, lower and right margins: 2 cm, left margin: 3cm; accepted formats for submission: .doc o .rtf.

The manuscript will contain illustrations, with a maximum extent of 3 to 4 pages, in grey scale or CMYK colours (in this case, please make sure the quality when printed in black and white). Size of figures or illustrations: 15 cm wide and a maximum of 21 cm high, or proportional to these measurements. They may be vertical or horizontal. The format should be .jpg, 300 ppp (maximum size, 2 Mb). Their approximate position must be indicated in the text. The cover for the whole publication may be chosen among those illustrations, in the judgement of the Fundación Sierra Elvira. When using an illustration by a different author, the corresponding authorisation will need to be provided.

3- Submission deadline: submissions are open until the August 1st, 2021. They should be submitted by email to the following address:  

concursos@fundacionsierraelvira.org

in .doc o .rtf format. As subject of the email: Essay, and within the email, the author's pseudonym and the title of the essay must be stated. 

The registration form, a copy of a valid ID, the manuscript file, the illustration files and a brief CV should all be attached in the email as separate documents:

- Illustrations must be submitted each one as a separate file.

- The original manuscript file name must contain the pseudonym and the essay title. 

- The Registration form, available in this portal: will include the author's personal details.

- A scanned copy of the ID (DNI, passport or any other valid ID) needs to be attached in the email.

- In the case of non-European participants, proof of residing in Europe must be supplied as well. 

- A brief curriculum vitae (2 pages maximun) including publications and any academical information the author considers relevant must be submitted as a separate file. 

If the essay is presented by several authors, each of them will need to submit their own registration form and documents as separate submissions, and they will be required to specify how and to what extent they have contributed to the essay.

4- Selection of manuscripts and decision of the Jury: The Jury will select several finalists among which they will choose the First Prize, an Accesit (Secondary Prize) and, if considered adequate, an Honor Mention, looking at the coherence in the ideas exposition and the easyness of comprehension by the lay audience. 
The Jury may decide to declare a desert prize in any category. The non-winning original manuscripts will be destroyed after the Jury's final decision. If there were any unexpected circumstances not taken into account within the competition rules, the Jury will be free to decide as they see fit. The composition of the Jury will be known during the Award Ceremony.

There will be no correspondence with the participants during the competition process and the Jury's decision will be final and unappealable. 

5- Prizes and Distinctions: The First Prize will receive 1500 euros and a Diploma. The Accesit (Secondary Prize) will  receive 800 euros and a Diploma. The Honor Mention will receive 300 euros and a Diploma. All prizes are subjected to legal tax requirements. The author that receives the First Prize will commit to presenting their manuscript, either in person or virtually and to participate in the following discussion. The finalist essays that are not awarded with any prize will receive a Diploma.
6- Publicación: The three winner manuscripts (First and Second prizes and Honor Mention) will be published as open-access right after the Jury's decission. Later on, they will be published/printed as soon as possible by the "Fundación Sierra Elvira" as part of their collection "Mensajero" (Messenger). 

7- Royalties and copyrights: Each participant guarantees being the original author of the presented essay, so the Fundación Sierra Elvira has no responsibility at all on that regard. 

The Fundación Sierra Elvira reserves the rights for publishing, reproducing or broadcasting the selected essays by any mean, in Spanish or English. If the Fundación Sierra Elvira does not exert their rights in the following three years after the Award Ceremony, the authors will be free to use their essay as they wish, always citing the reasons and circumstances of the received prize. 

The author distinguished by the First Prize may be invited to participate as a jury member in future editions, if the Fundación Sierra Elvira considers it adequate. 

8- Submitting the documentation and participating in the contest implies the full acceptance of the competition rules stated in the present document.

Atarfe, 12 enero de 2021
Sponsored by:  Facultad de Ciencias de la Universidad de Granada.
Organiser: 
Fundación Sierra Elvira
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APPENDIX 
Premio de Ensayo “Sofía” de la Fundación Sierra Elvira – 2021

The two themes of Palaeontology and Earth Science are considered in a broad sense, and one or the other will be the central pillar of the essay, but it will be possible to support the arguments provided in the essay with other areas of expertise. In the present call, exceptionally, one or the other theme will be accepted,  as long as the competition rules are met. 

In the case of palaeontologically oriented essays, taxonomic and biostratigraphic information will be crucial. They may deal with any usual topics of palaeontology and support the essay with results from other siences for a better justification of the study.  

In the case of Earth Science oriented essays, the topics may deal with any of the classic disciplines in Geology (except from Paleontology, that may only be included as a supporting discipline for the data presented in the essay), the interaction atmosphere-ocean, internal structure of Earth, the surrounding environment of our planet within the Solar System (rocky bodies, their origin...), etc.

If you have any questions, you may ask at the following address, including a brief representative summary of your work, to the following address: concursos@fundacionsierraelvira.org
Fundación Sierra Elvira; Avda. de Andalucía, 139; 18230 Atarfe

Tlfno. 958003604 - 659415090                                                                                                                                      www.fundacionsierraelvira.org
concursos@fundacionsierraelvira.org


